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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
GRADUATE SCHOOL 
WASHINGTON 25, De Co 







December 19, 1955 


| Hon. Ezra Taft Benson 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Dear lir, Secretary: 
The General Administration Board submits herewith 
the Report of the Graduate School covering activities of 
the school year from September 1, 1954, to August 31, 1955, 


Brief statistical information is appended. 


A separate detailed financial report and a detailed 
report on educational statistics are attached. 


y Bincerely yours, 
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“Ce. M. Ferguson, Chairman 
General Administration Board 


SR OT ENE ANTS SACLE TES ETT ae ae ERLE. REE ATRL Nee ARERR) EF ae Rome oe See ee eye eee eo ree 


RA NR OF ENE EET REE ER ONE ER Se ER OR EE A ETS ER SNARE ODN EO 6 ORE RR NT RR NN 


UNITED STATES DEPARTIMSNT OF AGRICULTURE 
GRADUATHS SCHOOL 
WASHINGTON 25, De C. 


December 1, 1955 





guson, Chairman 


Mr. Clarence ii.e Fer 
ation Board 


General Administr 
Dear Vr. Ferguson: 


IT submit herewith the annual report of the United States 
Department of Agriculture Graduate School for the year ending 
August 31, 1955. 


Sincerely yours y 
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REPORT OF THE U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
GRADUATE SCHOOL 


1954=55 


Tho Graduate School now completes its 34th year of service in providing 
opportunities for continuing education and training of Federal employees 
through after hours coursese 


The year has been characterized by a revision of tho number of courses 
offered, a survey of employees and supervisors to determine courses needed 
and desired, continued efforts to expand services to fieid emplcyees, 
increasing registraticn, and strengthening finances of the School. 


Stable Organization 
There have been no changes in the members of the General Administration 
Board during the past year. The only change in the staff was that 
Foster Mohrhardt became librarian when Ralph Shaw resigned to accept a 
position on the faculty of Rutgors University. 


There was one change in a chairman of a departmental committee when 

Mr. Hari Loveridge resigned as chairman of ths Deparwment of Public Admin- 
istration and Mr. John Il. Thurston was made chairman to succeed him, 

Mr. Loveridge has taken a forscigh assiznment as an agricultural attache, 


United Nations Agreement 


- 
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An agreement was negotiated with the United Nations to assist the 

Kaplan School of Social Sciences of the University of Jerusalem to 
establish a graduate school of public administration. Dr. 0. B. Conaway, 
Assistant Director, took this responsibility and assumed his duties on 
this assignment to Israel on April 7, 1955, for a period of six months, 
The duvies performed by Dr. Conaway at the Graduate School have been 
carried on by other members of the staff during the period of his absence, 


Registrations 
The registrations in courses in the Graduate School for the fail and 
spring semesters and the summer session were 5761 estimated. This is 
an 18 per cent increase over the previous year. This increase in regis- 
tration is attributed to more stahle emloyment conditions in the 
Federal service, a more intensive effort to disseminate information on 
courses available and the establishment of the National Institutes of 
Health center. 


The report on educational statistics gives details of figures on regis- 
trations for the school year. 
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Revision of Courses Offered 


A sample survey was made during the year to get further guides on 
courses which Federal employees and suvervisors felt were needed and 
desired, A careful study was made of course offerings to determine 
where there might be overlapping or probable duplication and to sce 
what ccurses had seemed to have filled the need for which they were 
offered. 


As a resuit of the survey and study the committees carefully reviewed 

all courses offered, Sixty-two courses offered in 1954-55 were withdrawn 
from the 1955-56 catalogue and twenty-one new courses were added giving a 
net reduction of forty-one in the courses to be offered next school yeare 
The courses offered at the National Institutes of Health and at points away 
from Washington such as the quarantine courses in New York are not included 
in this statement, 


Services to Field Employees 


Cooperation has been given Temple University at Philadelvhia in estab 
lishing evening courses for Federal employees of that area similar to 
that given to Boston University and New York University. 


Discussions are underway which will likely develop into an arrangement 
for Louisiana State University to offcor courses for Federal employees 
in New Orieans. 


Discussions have been held with committees of the National University 
Extension Association and with the Executive Committee of the Council 
on General Extension of the Association of Land+Grant Coileres and 
Universities to foster the development of additional extension centers 
and correspondence courses that wiil meet some of the needs and desires 
of the Federal employees in field locations. Already there are indica- 
ticns that these discussions will lead to new extension courses specif-~ 
ically designed to meet the needs of Federal employees. 


Three new correspondence courses have been announced in the Graduate 
School offerings, viz., Statistics of Biological Assay; Adminis tration 
and Supervision=-Basic Principles and Practices; and ‘Safety Program 
Administration. 


Lecture Series 
Three lecture series were planned and riven during the school year. 

Seven lectures on Farm Policy were under the direction of a committee 
with Dr. Fred V. Waugh as Chairman. Four lectures on Progress in Science 
were arranged by a committee vith Dr. G. BE, jlilbert as Chairman. Five 
lectures on Democracy in Public Administration were arranged by a com- 
mittee with Mr. Ralph Roberts as Chairman. 


Mimeogrephed copies of the lectures in tho first two serieswere distri- 
buted. Tho lectures in the series on Democracy in Public Administration 
will be published in one voiume, 
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Two series are in the making for the new school year. One with eleven 
in the series consists of presentations of the program of USDA agencies 
and is being arranged by a committee with Under Secretary True De Morse 
as Chairman. Another will be on marketing and is being planned by a 
committee with Dr. Omer Herrmann as Chairman. 


Luncheon Series 





A series of luncheon meetings for members of the faculty, committees, 
staff and others were held during the year. The first one in September, 
Dr. Fe Le Hovde, President of Purdue University and President of the 
Association of Land=Grant Colleges and Universities as the speaker. At 
others spaced through the year the speakers were: Dr. Arthur Adams, 
President of the American Council on Education; Dr. Cloyd Heck Marvin, 
President, George “ashington University; Dr. ‘Jilson H. “lkins, President, 
University of Maryland; Dr. John T. Caldwell, President, University of 
Arkansas; and Dr. Hurst Anderson, President, American University, 


These luncheons were interesting, stimulating end instructive. They 
were well attended. It is planned to havesnother series in the next 
School year. 


Poe eoe Payette Noy. 
The income from student fees increased during the year due to the 
enlarged registration. The average registration per class was also 
slightly higher. Thore was a saving to the budget because of the agree= 
ment with the United Nations which compensated the Craduate School for 
the services of the Assistant Director on the assignment to Israelo 
The result of the increasing income and saving is that the year's 
operation has been on a sound financial basis. 


The General Administration Board has voted a much needed increase in 
faculty compensation and the salaries of the staff were increased the 
same es salaries of Federal employees follcwing passage of the Congres= 
Sional pay raise of 7.5 per cent. These added sums to the budget could 
not be carried without a small raise in fees. The General Administra- 
tion Board, therefore, at its meeting in July raised the fees from (10 
to $12 per credit course effective at the beginning of the school year 
in September, 1955, 


Even with this increase the Graduate School course fees are very moderate 
when compared with other similar offerings in the metropolitan area of 
Washington. 


Lecking Ahead 
A further review of courses offered by the Graduate School will be mades 
Aids for teaching need to be provideds A committee on visual and audio 
teaching aids is being constituted to strengthen this phase of the 
teaching work. Discussion is underway on plans for executive development 
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of scientists who are moving into administrative positions and it is 
expected that a foundation may be interested in financing such develop-= 
ment work. If training legislation now pending is submitted to the 
Congress and approved it will open the way for a broadening of con= 
tinuing education courses for Federal employees. A pending proposal 
for a study of continuing educational needs and desires of Federal 
employees would then be of timely importance. 


Further expansion of opportunities for education and training for 
employees out of Washington will be continued to be sought through 
university courses and centers in areas where there is considerable 
concentration of such employees and then correspondence and TV courses 
for employees in widely scattered locations within a particular area. 


Former Directors 





Drs Eldon Johnson, Director of the Graduate School from 1941 to 1946, 
became President of the University of New Hampshire on August 1 of this 
yeare 


The Graduate School has had four directors prior to the time of service 
of the present director, 


Dr. A. F. Woods who had formerly been president of the University of 
Maryland and Director of Research of USDA was the first director. He 
is now deceaseds 


Dr. Hidon Johnson was the second director. He left the Craduate School 
to go to the University of Oregon where he served as Dean of Liberal Arts 
and now moves to MewHampshire as President of the University. 


Dr. Lewis H. Rohrbavgh was the third director. He left the Graduate 
School to become country director of technical cooperation in Iraq. He 
later served as an associate cn the American Council on Education and 
is now Vice President and Provost of the University of Arkansas. 


Dre Po Ve Cardon was the fourth director. He previously had served 
as administrator of the Agricultural Research Service of USDA. He 
left the Graduate School to become Director-General of the food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in Rome in February of 
1954 at which time the present director came into the position, 
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Statistics on Registrations and Finances 
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Tables are appended showing the registrations of the year, a summary 
of registrations from 1940 to 1955 and a comparative statement of 
income and oblirations for 1949-50 through 1954-55. Details on regis- 
trations by types of courses, educational backpround of students, 
places of employment, grade and ace are siven in the educational 
statistics published separately. 


Details of finances of the Graduate School are given in the Financial 
Report of the Graduate School also published separately. 
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SUMMARY OF REGISTRATIONS, 1940-55 


etenicent 





COURSE INDIVIDUAL 
REGISTRATIONS REGISTRATIONS 

3,876 Re 
4,837 3,440 
6,911 5,452 
8,358 6,701 
6,998 5,583 
7,863 5, 877% 
6,233 5,459 
7,800 6,799 
6,078 5,267 
6,418 5,537 
6,639 5,831 
5,927 5,256 
6, 808 44726* 
6,281 4.417% 
4,877 3 ,420* 
5,839 | 4,165* 








* fhach individual student is counted only once 
although he may have attended more than one 
semester. 
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